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E. PUBLIC SERVICE GRANT PROGRAM 
The Public Service Grant (PSG) Program addresses community and business resource 
needs by providing funding for operating expenses, equipment, and program materials 
for activities which will benefit low/moderate income (LMI) persons. Please refer to Page 
5 of this document for Program deadlines and due dates.    
 
 
1. Eligible Activities:  Eligible activities include but are not limited to, operating and 
program material expenses for the purpose of providing workforce training and skills 
development, child care, health care, recreation programs, education programs, public 
safety services, fair housing activities, senior citizen services, homeless services, drug 
abuse/mental health counseling and treatment. 

 
2. Project Benefit:  Eligible PSG projects must provide benefits to one of the groups of 
persons listed below and be in support of an identified business or non-profit entity: 
 

(a)  Participants in a program where 51% or greater of the persons receiving benefit 
from PSG activities are determined to be LMI. 
  

 
(b) Persons who are members of the following groups that are currently presumed 
by HUD to meet benefit requirements.  The presumption may be challenged if there 
is substantial evidence the group served by the project is most likely not comprised 
of principally LMI persons; 

 
• Abused Children (Does not include “at-risk” youth) 
• Battered Spouses (Does not include all victims of domestic violence) 
• Elderly Persons (62 years +, or 55 years + for housing) 
• Severely Disabled Adults 
• Homeless Persons 
• Illiterate Adults 
• Migrant Farm Workers 
• Persons Living with AIDS 

 
3. All communities applying for PSG funds must certify that: The activity represents 
a new service to the community; or a quantifiable increase in the level of an existing 
service; 
 
4. Maximum PSG Amount: $50,000 
 
5. Selection Process:  The selection process will consist of two stages  
 
(a) Stage 1: 

Letter of Intent: All communities wishing to submit a PSG application must submit 
a Letter of Intent.  Please refer to Page 5 of this document for Program deadlines 
and due dates.   After review for completeness and eligibility, units of general local 
governments will be invited to make a full application. 
 

(b) Stage 2: 
Application: The maximum length of an application is four pages, not counting 
required attachments. Please refer to Page 5 of this document for Program 
deadlines and due dates. 
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Members of the Review Team will assign a Review Point Total for each application 
reviewed.  Review Point Totals will consist of the sum of the three scoring areas 
below and be determined by the total of each sub-scoring area.  A maximum of 
100 points is obtainable. 

 
Impact (40 points):   

 

• Conditions requiring a new or expanded service – 15 points 
 

• Issues faced by service providers including capacity, finances and staffing 
– 15 points 

 

• Why PSG funds are critical for the project – 10 points 
 

Development Strategy (40 points):   
 

• A description of the new or expanded service, specific use of PSG funds, 
including how this service will resolve identified problems, and why this 
service will be more effective than existing services for the targeted 
beneficiaries – 10 points 

 

• How PSG funds will be utilized to assist LMI persons or a HUD approved 
Limited Clientele group – 10 points 

 

• Project timeline, including a start date, tasks completed to date, how PSG 
funds will be expended in a timely manner, and method of tracking success 
– 10 points  

 

• Capacity and qualifications of the service provider implementing the 
project, including familiarity with the needs of project beneficiaries – 10 
points    

 
Citizen Participation (20 points):   

 
• How overall citizen participation process directly relates to identification 

of solution strategies and application development - 5 points 
 

• Effective use of any media (newspapers, radio, TV, etc.) to further public 
awareness and participation – 5 points  

 

• Relevance of listed meeting/hearing activities/comments (not counting 
required public hearing) on application and project development – 5 
points  

 

• Involvement of potential LMI project beneficiaries in development of the 
application and project and how the required public hearing relates to the 
application development and citizen participation process – 5 points 

 

 
6. Final Application Score – Each application will receive a Final Application Score 
assigned by members of the Review Team.  The top scoring applicants will be considered 
for an invitation to proceed to the Project Development Phase as funds allow.   
  




